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Green is all we 
do™

We only make products from 
renewable and post-consumer 

recycled materials, and care 
deeply about what happens to 

them after use.

This singular focus makes it 
possible for us to do things 

others can’t or won’t.
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Contamination from non-compostable products and other challenges are 
making it increasingly difficult for composters to accept even certified 
products

Top Barriers for Composters

1. Contamination from 
non-compostable products

2. “Real World” Breakdown  / 
Timeframes / Standards

3. Organic Agriculture rules – 
OMRI / NOP / CDFA, etc.

INFRASTRUCTURE
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Contamination from non-compostable materials is a significant 
challenge and has eroded composter confidence across the 
country

CONTAMINATION
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“CIRC”Controls 
Intended to
Remove
Contaminatio
n 

               (Play Video)

https://youtu.be/D_1619Cpu6M?si=VBedjt2Szi8_Q2TO
https://youtu.be/D_1619Cpu6M?si=VBedjt2Szi8_Q2TO
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CIRC – An Operator-Level Verification 
Program Designed to Systematically Address 
Contamination

CIRC 

1) Systematically control and mitigate 
contamination from non-compostable 
materials

2) Increase composter confidence in 
organics streams that contain 
post-consumer food scraps and certified 
packaging

3) Demonstrate that a systems 
approach to contamination mitigation 
is possible in an array of foodservice 
environments
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CIRC – An Operator-Level Verification Program 
Designed to Systematically Address 
Contamination

CIRC 

• Not a third-party certification 
with independent standards

• Open-sourced and not something 
Eco-Products is trying to 
monetize

• A customizable tool to build trust 
and process between operators, 
composters, haulers, and 
distributors 
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We have taken this framework and created a tool for 
verifying that the appropriate mix of controls are in 
place

Focus Area Operational Component Yes Sometimes No Required or 
Encouraged

Procurement Ordering Guide: There is a comprehensive ordering guide approved by the venue and 
composter.

Procurement Ordering Guide: All foodservice products on order guide have 3rd party certification 
for compostability (BPI and / or CMA) and have sufficient on-item labeling

Procurement Ordering Guide: Non-compostable items have been eliminated from the consumer 
facing FSP lineup as long as compostable options are available.

Procurement Distributor Support: There is a signed distributor agreement to stock all products on 
the ordering guide with penalties for non-compliance.

Operations Staff Responsibility: Staff are assigned to monitor specific waste stations throughout 
the venue to help guests sort properly and remove contamination.

Operations Bin Management: Compost bins should never on their own, and should be 
accompanied by at least a landfill bin and preferably a recycling bin as well.

Operations Sorting: All FOH and BOH organics are inspected for contamination during and after 
every event.

Examples from the Scorecard 
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We have taken this framework and created a tool for 
verifying that the appropriate mix of controls are in 
place
Focus Area Operational Component Yes Sometimes No Required or 

Encouraged

Communications In-Venue Messaging: There is disposal direction signage at concession locations / point 
of purchase.

Communications In-Venue Messaging: There are public address announcements about proper disposal 
behavior, waste sorting operations, and how important it is not to contaminate the 
compost stream.

Communications Out of Venue Messaging: There is social media messaging from the venue and partners 
about proper disposal behavior and reducing contamination.

Communications Out of Venue Messaging: There are email campaigns from the venue and partners 
about proper disposal behavior and reducing contamination.

Composter & Hauler 
Engagement

Inspection: Hauler checks for contamination upon pick-up and rejects if any 
contamination is present.

Composter & Hauler 
Engagement

Dedicated Haul: Truck does not service other operators, OR only services other 
approved operators.

Composter & Hauler 
Engagement

Identification: There is a system for specifying a certified operator load that the 
operator, hauler, and composter have agreed upon. (i.e. specific liners)

Examples from the Scorecard 
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A customizable tool to build trust and process 
between operators, composters, haulers, and 
distributors 

The core resource in the CIRC 
Toolkit is a menu of 

recommended contamination 
controls spanning Procurement, 

Operations, Communication, and 
Composter & Hauler Engagement 

that we call “the scorecard”.

CIRC

https://brandfolder.com/viewer/eco-products/gkpx53rg46g48t4fx774frcn
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Wayne
South

Meghan
Southwest

We have an unmatched team of in-market experts 
focused on composting, legislation, and all things 
waste diversion

PZW duties include: 
• Keeping up to speed on local 

legislation, policy, and composting 
infrastructure.

• Supporting broker and distributor 
sales reps with any key operator 
opportunities.

• Gatekeeping database and analytics 
specific to our network of 
composters and haulers in their 
marketplace.

• Assisting in the advancement of 
waste-diverting operators by offering 
both marketing and training support. 

SERVICES

Jamie
Midwest

Megan
Sustainability

Manager

          

Our regional Product & Zero Waste Specialists 
work with end users, haulers, composters, and 
recyclers to create meaningful Zero Waste 
success stories. 

Jenny
Pacific 

Northwest

      

Toby
Northeast

Miki
Sustainability
Coordinator



Thank you!

Summit for Recycling – Fort Collins, Colorado – June 3rd-5th, 2024

christi@scrapsmilehigh.com
meghan.ibach@ecoproducts.com


